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CORPORATE CRIMINAL LIABILITY IN THE UNITED STATES: 
ORIGINS AND MODERN ENFORCEMENT PRIORITIES
Historically the prevailing criminal law theory was that corporations could not be held criminally liable due to their artificial personality (juristic fiction approach) and lack of the moral blameworthiness element [1]. For a long time, particularly for the past hundred years, American criminal law experienced several serious advancements in both rethinking introducing corporate criminal liability into federal and state law systems. This was done primarily through judicial decision-making [2] and prosecutorial enforcement.
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